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Notes for running parent workshops
These notes support ECD practitioners to run a series 
of 6 two-hour workshops for parents/caregivers to 
share practical ideas to support language and early 
literacy learning at home.

Price: R20

These training materials are designed to support the 12-hour EWC  courses which are offered to those 
working in centre-based as well as home-based settings. 

Workbook 
The Workbook is for those attending the EWC course.  
It is both a reference and note book.

(Available for each of the two age-bands)

Price: R50

Guide for facilitators

This Guide is for those facilitating the EWC course.  
It has the same page layout as the Workbook but 
includes notes for facilitators and model answers. We 
have also included guidance for facilitators on how 
to facilitate adult learning.

(Available for each of the two age-bands)

Price: R50

Flipbook

The A4 flip book can be used to support home-visits 
or for sharing information with small groups.

(Available for each of the two age-bands)

Price: R270

Make your own 
This booklet shows you how to make your own 
early learning resources for babies and toddlers 
using recycled and inexpensive materials. 
Activities develop early language skills and make 
learning fun.

(Available in English and Zulu)

Price: R35

Training materials Parent resources

* We offer special network prices for Wordworks partners using our programmes.
* Catalogues and Order forms with the latest prices are available from our office and on our website.

021 788 9233
info@wordworks.org.za
www.wordworks.org.za

*Please note that 
prices of materials are subject 
to change due to fluctuating/

increasing printing costs.*
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Planning the programme
• Time: The programme is divided into six sessions. The suggested time for each session is 2 hours. 
• Manage the time: The programme includes a lot of group work, participation and learning from each other. This 

means that you need to keep the programme on track. Both facilitators and parents need to share their experiences. 
However the facilitators should only share when appropriate and if it will help parents. Remember to keep your 
sharing brief. Give parents a chance to share their experiences but be aware of the topic and focus of the session.

• Number of facilitators per group: We suggest you work in pairs and take turns to present different sections.
• Number of parents per group: The ideal number is 15 to 20 participants.
• Be super organised! When you have all your resources ready and available,  you can relax and be flexible. Each 

group is different. You might find that you are unable to cover certain materials or perhaps you had to repeat 
materials from the previous session.

• Be sensitive to the needs of the group: Notice when you are giving too much or too little information. Also notice 
who is doing most of the talking!

• Parents/caregivers need to apply what they have learnt: At each session, give tasks and suggestions for parents to try 
out at home and then start each session with feedback.

Getting started
There is an example of a letter you can use to invite Parents/Grandparents/Caregivers to your workshops in the 
Resources section (page 14). This letter is also available electronically on the Wordworks website in the EWC portal  
so that you can adapt it to suit your needs.

Share your parent 
meeting plans with your 

colleagues
It is great to work as a team, 

but don’t be afraid to be a 
trailblazer and do things no 
teacher at your school has 

done before!

1

Invite parents
- Send a letter home

with children
- Talk to parents when they 

fetch their children 
- Send a WhatsApp or text 

message to parents

2

Plan
- Decide on a venue, set 
dates and times to suit 

most parents
- Plan for refreshments

- Start collecting resources 
that are needed for 

the workshops

3

Enjoy the session
Take off your teacher hat and 
engage with parents as equals.

Remember to finish the 
session on time.

4
4

How the EWC programme works
Using the Every Word Counts materials, ECD facilitators and ECD practitioners facilitate two hour weekly 
workshops over six weeks for groups of parents of 3- and 4-year-old children.  

Why six sessions?  

Weekly sessions give parents time to practise what they have learnt and gain insight from applying it at home.  
Much of the success of the programme depends on parents managing to change their attitudes and routines to 
include more activities related to education. It takes at least six weeks to change our habits, and we need to work 
on the changes consistently to make them happen! Another reason for six consecutive weeks of learning is to 
maximise the positive sense of community that generally develops within the group. At the end of the course,  
the participants might continue either working at the school or meeting as a group. 

Here is an overview of the content covered in the six sessions:

Session 1 – My role in supporting children’s learning (which includes the welcome and introduction)
Session 2 – Talk and listen
Session 3 – Play
Session 4 – Tell stories and sing
Session 5 – Share books and notice print
Session 6 – Draw and write (which includes the celebration and certificates).
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Materials for co-ordinators

Materials for tutors

Manual for Co-ordinators

An early literacy programme by 5 – 8 years

Second edition 2016

Letter Sound Bingo

Letter Sound Bingo Letter Sound Bingo

Letter Sound BingoBoard 1 Board 2

Board 4Board 3

%

%

Manual for Co-ordinators
This is a user-friendly guide for co-ordinators 
on how to set up and manage the Ready Steady                               
Read Write Programme.

Available in English, with printable handouts                            
in Afrikaans, English and isiXhosa.

Price: R50

Training DVD
This DVD contains helpful explanations of activities and 
games, while showing tutors at work. It can be used by           
Co-ordinators and partners to support their training of tutors. 

Price: R40

Sequence Stories Pack
This pack consists of sets of sequence                                  
pictures together with matching sentences. 

Available in Afrikaans and isiXhosa                                                
while stocks last.

Price: R250

* We offer special network prices for Wordworks partners using our programmes.
* Catalogues and Order forms with the latest prices are available from our office and on our website.

021 788 9233
info@wordworks.org.za
www.wordworks.org.za

*Please note that 
prices of materials are subject 
to change due to fluctuating/

increasing printing costs.*

Tutor Kit
This kit includes a tutor manual, games, letter–picture cards and word cards. 

Available in Afrikaans, English and isiXhosa.  

Price Grade R: R110    
Price Grade 1: R160

Additional Games/Shared Games
These games supplement the games in the Tutor Kits.      
We recommend one set per site.

Available in Afrikaans, English and isiXhosa.

Price: R160

Materials for site start-up

Early Literacy Assessment (WELA)
This assessment is designed to give a picture of a young 
child’s early literacy development from mid-Grade R 
to the end of Grade 1. It includes measures of listening 
comprehension, letter-sound knowledge, awareness of 
sounds in words, emergent writing, word reading and 
story writing. It can be used by anyone who has some 
experience of working with young children and does 
not require any special qualifications. The WELA manual 
includes   instructions for assessing children, scoring 
guidelines, answer sheets and word/picture cards.

Available in Afrikaans, English and isiXhosa.

Price: R50
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Materials for facilitators
Guide for facilitators 
This guide sets out all the information and activities 
that are needed to facilitate the eight-week 
Home–School Partnerships Programme for parents.

Price: R85

*All HSP materials are available in Afrikaans, English and isiXhosa.

Materials for parents
Workbook 
This book is given to parents who are doing the programme. 
It includes activities and selected literacy games.

Price: R65

A Guide for Facilitators
Third Edition 2017

5–8 years

Training Booklet 
This book is given to new teacher-facilitators who 
are training on the HSP programme. 

Price: R30 

* We offer special network prices for Wordworks partners using our programmes.
* Catalogues and Order forms with the latest prices are available from our office and on our website.

021 788 9233
info@wordworks.org.za
www.wordworks.org.za

*Please note that 
prices of materials are subject 
to change due to fluctuating/

increasing printing costs.*
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Home-School PartnershipsHome-School Partnerships

Bukelwa YuzeBukelwa Yuze
063 075 3502

bukelwa@wordworks.org.za

Alpine Primary School
Chumisa Primary School HSP
Cornflower Primary School
Entshona Primary School

Forest Heights Primary School
iThemba Labantu Primary School  

Lutheran Community Centre
Littlewood Primary School

Mitchell Heights Primary School
Montagu Drive Primary School
Otter’s Creek Pre-Primary and 

Junior School
Sobambisana Primary School

Soyisile Primary School
St. Michaels Primary School 

(Khayelitsha)
Vrede Academy

West End Primary School
Woodville Primary School
Yomelela Primary School

Faheema HassiemFaheema Hassiem
084 373 7233

faheema@wordworks.org.za

Belmor Primary School
Betheli Educare

Chameleon Preschool and Educare 
Centre

Eldene Primary School
Gails educare

Genesis ECD & Aftercare Centre
Kannemeyer Primary School
Kasselsvlei Primary School

Norwood Central Primary School
Parkvale Primêre Skool
Parkview Primêre Skool

Prince George Primary School
Sonderend Primary School

St Augustine’s RC Primary School 
(Wittebome)

St Paul’s Primary School
Sunnyside Primary School

Ubukhobakhe Educare
Valhalla Primary School

West Bank No.1 Primary School

Gaynor CozensGaynor Cozens
062 497 7178

gaynor@wordworks.org.za

AF Louw Laerskool Total
Dagbreek Laerskool

Dr GJ Joubert Primêre Skool
Emithini Primary School

Groenberg NGK Primêre Skool
H. Venter Primêre Skool
Hillside Primêre Skool

Hope and Light Community Welfare
JS Klopper Primary School

Kairos Primary School
Klapmuts Primêre Skool

Masjied Dul Ummah Daycare and 
Grade R

Mooi-Uitsig Primêre Skool
Nooitgedacht Primary School

Paarlzicht Primêre Skool
Paulus Joubert Primêre Skool

St Agnes Primary School
Sterretjieland

Worcester NGK Oefen Primêre Skool

Colleen DiedericksColleen Diedericks
078 894 9702

colleen@wordworks.org.za

WCED Education Districts

Paulene SolomonPaulene Solomon
082 475 8144

paulene@wordworks.org.za

Capespan We Care HQ
Intsomi Reading Programme

Just Like Heaven, HQ
Market Theatre Foundation

Reading Room, The HQ
Skye’s Wooden Spoon

Cheryl Ann ThomasCheryl Ann Thomas
082 880 7755

cheryl@wordworks.org.za

Bambino Bewaarskool
Capricorn Primary School
Eikendal Primary School

Garden Village Primary School
Grosvenor Primêre Skool

Hangberg Pre-Primary School 
(Hangberg Educational Trust)
Jupiter Street Primary School

Kerria Primary School
Kleinberg Primary School
Kuils River Primary School

Manenberg Primary School
Marine Primary School
Riverton Primêre Skool
Saxonsea Primêre Skool

Sid G Rule Primary School
Square Hill Primary School

St Mary’s RC Primary School 
(Retreat)

Lavinia DavisLavinia Davis
071 853 8398

lavinia@wordworks.org.za

Clever Heads Pre-Primary
Fairview Primary School

Heideveld Primary School HSP
Hillwood Primary School
Hyde Park Primary School

Ikhusi Primary School
Laerskool Wonderboom
Levana Primary School
Luleka Primary School

Muhammadeyah Mos Primary 
School

Nuwerus Hoërskool
Pelican Park Primary School

Reading Room, The HQ
Riviera Primary

St Clements RC Primary School
St James’ RC Primary School
Tuscany Glen Primary School

Westlake Primary School

Ntsiki NtusikaziNtsiki Ntusikazi
083 702 5115

ntsiki@wordworks.org.za

Ashton Public Combined School
Claremont Primary School

Cravenby Combined School
Dalubuhle Primary School
De Doorns Primary School

Floreat Primary School
Gardenia Primary School

Greenlands Primary School
Happy Valley Primary School

Hazendal Primary School
Helderberg Primary School
Mbekweni Primary School
Nyameko Primary School

Sikelela Imizamo Primary School
Siyafuneka Primary School
Sophakama Primary School

Ubunye Educare Centre
Vergenoegd Primary School

Ysterplaat Junior Primary School 
Zonnebloem Boys Primary School 
Zonnebloem Girls Primary School
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Home-School PartnershipsHome-School Partnerships

How can we strengthen our HSP recruitment process?How can we strengthen our HSP recruitment process?

• Link the HSP programme with your organisation’s initiative of creating 
Family Friendly Centres, so it is not seen in isolation.

• Get your management on board with and excited about the programme (Governing 
Body, principal, colleagues, other stakeholders).

• Plan ahead: use the end of year parent meetings as an opportunity to tell parents 
about the programme and invite them.

• Get a past parent graduate to speak at the parents’ meeting to encourage them.

• Have an orientation/information session before Session 1. It is a little extra work, but it is 
often very worthwhile.

• After the orientation session, and after parents sign up for the programme, facilitators 
can phone parents to remind them about Session 1 (each facilitator phones a few 
parents).

• Consider which day and time is best for parents and for you. Don’t just tell the parents - 
let it be a collaborative decision.

• Saturdays seem popular especially for working parents, but make sure they are going to 
come.

• Ask each parent at Session 1 to sign up a friend for next time.

• Weather is definitely a factor in parent attendance. It is preferable to start your sessions 
early in the year.

• Use incentives: give little prizes for the first to arrive, remembering homework, bringing 
a friend, joining the library, answering a specific question related to the previous 
session, finding a star under their chair etc.

• Consider whether transport can be arranged if your sessions are far away or at night.

Teacher-FacilitatorTeacher-Facilitator
Training BookletTraining Booklet

Online 2023Online 2023

English

Orientation:   15 February 2023
Session 1:   22 February 2023
Session 2:   1 March 2023
Session 3:   8 March 2023
Session 4 & 5:   15 March 2023
Session 6:   19 April 2023
Session 7 & 8:   3 May 2023

Home-School Home-School 
PartnershipsPartnerships
ProgrammeProgramme
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